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Summary: AS the solar flares hit the earth it throws many poeple and 
families into the new chaotic post apocalyptic world. What ever 
happened to the gladers parents? What was it like for them after the 
solar flares and during the rise of the cranks. How was it like to 
have you child taken away by wicked. Or for them to give them up to 
them willingly. Lets see where it takes them... 


1 . Day 1 

**Rating: T-R for violence, language, sexual innuendos and mild adult 
situations or themes. ( If little kids in the area, they should 
vacate the premises. Not for the faint of heart does get 
graf f ic . . . lol I'm not that hardcore but this might go a little 
further then I've tried in the past)** 

**Pairing: Jess and Amy ( are Harriet's moms) and Sonya is going to 
show up soon. Both of them will be either babies or children. 

><strong> 

**Style: I am going to keep the charater pov one person for now. This 
gives break to some of my readers an makes for easier read BUT... I 
am skipping back an forth in time alot . You be able to tell where you 
by the name of the chapter so DAY 1= Day of the flares. Closer to the 
flares lower the day number. The cranks came up later that year so im 
going to say 8months later will be DAY 240... chapter three might be 
DAY 3. Do you get it. if you don't message me. Give it a few chapters 
you'll catch on. 

><strong> 

* *Disclaimer : I don't own any of these characters or places, nor do I 
make any profit from them, and just a warning if you haven't read all 
the book there is spoilers. 

><strong> 

* *P . s . I will say please don't take offense to some of the scenes in 



this story, some of them may be graffic and or disgusting when i get 
around to it. Plus chapters will be short so have fun reading. Review 
Review Review and ENJOY. 

><strong> 

~k ~k ~k 


><p>I walked back into the living room to see Jess staring at the TV. 
She was standing there with her arms crossed, directly in front of 
it. "Babea€ i " I asked, because there was a slight alarm behind the 
announcer which made him hard to understand from here. "Babe?" I 
asked a little louder an she popped to. There was a new panic about 
her as she started to rush about the living room grabbing pictures 
out of frames and clothes that were strung about here an there. I 
refocused on the TV again, the newscaster was telling everyone to get 
below grounds as far as possible. It was distracting so I muted the 
TV . <p> 

A scientist came on the Tv next an started spewing some bullshit they 
put it slow people terms on banners across the bottom saying they 
were flares strong enough to penetrate our atmosphere. "Is this for 
real?" I questioned turning quickly on my heels to follow her around 
the room. I was thinking this was some nat geo prep show at first. I 
was starting to feel her panic. Jess rushed into our bed room and 
walked out with a half packed bag of clothes. "Grab our heaviest 
coats and your leather jacket. I stood there clueless for a moment. 
"Amy get moving we gotta go." She snapped, I jumped because she's 
never yelled at me before. I grabbed my leather jacket along with her 
old ski coat. 

"IS this good?" I asked feeling like a child, only following her 
every move for ques. Then I thought, "What is this going to do." I 
quizzed, "scorch the earth. We have to get to the subway." She 
explained an I moved to the cabinet. "I should bring my gun then." I 
told her setting down the jackets and opening it up. Jess jus starred 
at me for a second. She hates guns, we were robbed last year so my 
dad got me a gun for Christmas. I keep it locked up all the time and 
no one knows I have it but her. She still gets nervous around it, I 
mean literal shaking. "Yea" she whispered. I went to grab the glock. 
Then the coats and moved to the front door. 

"Wait a sec, we need another bag." She told me, so I went for my book 
bag on the couch and tossed it to her. Jess ran into the kitchen and 
packed some food. I looked for more bullets in the living room 
dresser. When I returned to the door jess joined me. I opened it and 
exited out into the hallway. It was getting louder out here by the 
second. Everybody was yelling, people were just running shoving 
others out of the way. Lugging luggage behind them or in front. Some 
carried nothing they looked like they just wanted out of the 
building . 

My neighbor was piling suitcases just outside his door while his wife 
ushered his two small children out the small apartment. Jess an I are 
barely comfortable in our one bedroom. I don't understand how they 
could be. Jess tells me all the time its probably all they could 
afford like us. I turn to lock the door when I feel her arms wrap 
around my waist and pull me away from the door. "The door'sa€|" "Bae 
lets go." She interrupts me and pulls me away from the door. "Someone 
going to steal all our stuff" I yelped complaining as we walked down 
the hall. "We don't have time to waste." She started to tell me as 



she pulled me along. I never liked being pulled along so I caught up 
with her. We were dodging people as they walked out of their 
apartments . 

The hallway quickly filled with people as we ran to the stairs. I 
knew most all of tenants that lived in our building but in the rush 
of the all the noise and panic we all became strangers. Everybody was 
looking out for themselves, pushing and shoving towards the 
stairwell. I didn't realize how many people lived in my building till 
now. Now that were all in a tiny space. 

Getting to the stair well I pushed Jess out the hall door in front of 
me. She grabbed onto my shirt as people started to push past her. 

"I'm right behind you." I told her as she started for the stairs. I 
kept thinking I was going to fall, there wasn't enough space for the 
amount of people forcing their way through to the bottom of the 
stairwell. It was a panicked mess. I've been shoved in the back an 
side few times already. 

When we broke out onto the street I looked up, there was this weird 
orange glow between grey swirling clouds. That was a mistake. It all 
gave me the creeps. Someone bumped into me hard running out of the 
building. A few others stopped to stare at the odd Sky. Someone 
grabbed my arm pulled me along again. When I look to see who it was 
it wasn't Jess. It was Jessica's ex Jenn. She lived two floors above 
us. Why we still lived in the same building as her ex? Last person I 
wanted to see. We all got along evenly. We almost never saw each 
other so I guess it works. Jen is a photographer, also a vet. She 
travels to take her pictures. Jess ran up alongside me so I jerked 
away from Jen she glanced over her shoulder but kept running once she 
caught sight of Jess. Jens jacket flared in the wind and I saw this 
giant knife secured to the back of her belt. I shouldn't have counted 
her out as soon as I did. 

We moved with the panicked crowds. I couldn't see but a few feet 
ahead because there was so many people. Most were rushing to cars. 
There was people in the street not sure which way to run. Other 
people were pounding on building doors trying to get inside. Jess was 
always freaking out about things like this. We always watched Tv 
shows and debated how the world bite it but I didn't think it would 
be this. I shook my head as I ran behind the two girls, this could be 
the end. No this was jus a terrorist attack and we need run because 
of it. That's all, everybody should be fine. I hope. 

Jess and Jen ran down into the subtrans and I followed quickly. Then 
there was this flash of light, people pushed and shoved into the 
narrow stairwell behind me. I almost fell. Then I felt it, the 
heat . 

There was a searing pain on the back of my neck that I don't even 
think suntan lotion could save me from. I cried out stopping in my 
tracks. Maybe a little fear frozen like everyone else. Jess reached 
back hearing me cry out and pulled me forward. I didn't even realize 
that the crowds had started to swallow me and they started to break 
way. I glanced back to see bodies crammed up against each other 
pushing and fighting to get down the stairs out of the searing heat 
cause by the flares. A few people at the top of the stairwell burst 
into flames. Caught in full exposer of the flares enormous heat. 
Shouting quickly turned into cries and screams in pain. That type of 
scream was horrible. 



When we made it to the bottom the crowd fanned out an ran in both 
direction down the tunnel. It was pretty much pitch black, but for a 
few flash lights that lit up here an there. The small light close to 
the tops of the tunnels were out. I didn't even know if we brought 
flash light. Then Jen turned on a light, "What thea€|We have to put 
something on that." Jen demanded as she shined a light on my neck, 

"No we should keep moving, it's going to get worse down here, an we 
have to get away from these people before they go apocalypse crazy." 

I told them, remember all the shows where it showed people rioting 
and tearing up the city as a society fell. "You'll get n infection, 
this burn is pretty bad." Jess warned as she went to reach for it. 
"Lets get somewhere first. Fix me after." I told them, as I went to 
lightly touch it. Trying to see how bad it was for myself. 

Jen went to see for herself, instead I grabbed Jess's hand and pulled 
her along the tunnel. "Come on Jen." I demanded as she went to look 
at my neck as well. "Run." Someone screamed as a crowd of people from 
the bottom of the stairs half burnt up an some still on fire. The 
three of us ran. I kept running I didn't even notice the door we went 
through. All I felt was a pair of hands grab me an pull me 
backwards . 

Jen, jess and I Ran down a stairwell till we thought we were far 
enough down and stopped at a random floor. It was cool down here and 
the subtrans weren't working so the tunnels weren't as hot as they 
were close to the surface. I could hear other people but they weren't 
anywhere near close to us. We walked slowly down the tunnel till it 
broke off to another tunnel where we could hear a lot more people 
coming in our direction. Jen quickly found a small room so we parked 
it in there. There wasn't much in there but some shelves an a small 
coffee table no chairs. So Jess sat on the table and I sat between 
her legs . 

Jess fiddled with her purse then I felt this cool sensation on the 
back of my next where the burn was. "What is that?" I asked. "Lube." 
She said calmly. "WHAT?" I yelped, "I'm just kiddingaC | but it feels 
better doesn't it?" Jess questioned. Whatever he was doing was 
working. I just hope she wasn't really using lube. "Did that help?." 
Jess asked. I turned to look an see what she was using. Some small 
tube of something. I looked over to see Jen tuck away a small red 
pack. I really shouldn't have counted her out. She came way more 
prepared then me . 

~k ~k ~k 


><p><strong>Ok so ive really been holing onto this fanfic for a while 
just cuz i wasn't sure about it. But i saw the second movie for the 
5th time the other day an thought what the hell... so leave a review 
let me know what you think... First three chapters are written so I 
will be posting again tomorrow, and this weekend some 
time. . .<strong> 

**oNe lOve- Ray** 


2 . Day 240 


Day-240 (8 months after the solar flares) 



I hate leaving Jess alone in the hut by herself in the morning while 
I check the traps for caught game. Jess normally tells me that she 
doesn't wake up till I get back but I don't believe her. I miss my 
old life and how it used to be. I miss living in our stupid 
apartment; now I'm stuck on a permanent camping trip. 

When we first got here all we did was work. Work to fortify the camp. 
Then we had to work to keep the camp safe. After that we had to work 
on the camp because more people found out where we were. So we 
started building in the trees going up, now most of us live in tree 
houses that spans this part of the canopy. We have one of the biggest 
settlements here in the mountains. Other left to make other 
settlements modeling them after ours by building up in the trees. I 
heard there was people starting to go back into the cities. But I bet 
some people never left. 

Once I'm done out in the woods I check in with Jenn and normally she 
just tells me to go home. Unless there is woodwork to be done. I get 
that talent from my dad, I helped him build his cabin when he retired 
after I got out of highschool two years ago. Oh don't worry, I get to 
take a day off every six days; I guess you would say it's my Sunday. 
If you're wondering what I'm doing I'm out in the middle of the woods 
now, like I said I'm checking my traps. This isn't work to me but I 
do enjoy the time out here away from the settlement. There's plenty 
of MRE ' s to go around lately because of the military drops that have 
been coming in from some small government convoys. There's said to be 
a few bases that have been re-opened under them. 

"Amy, are you almost done?" Sam shouted in the distance, "Yea!" I 
screamed back as I undid the last loop untying a knot and picked up 
the small rabbit. I caught two critters today, they should be enough 
for my hut and Sam's put together. If you're wondering, adopted her 
as my little sister, she has a lot of younger siblings. Since her dad 
is gone there's no one to let her know what to do. She's clueless. 
Which is pretty much just like me, only difference is I've been 
camping before. In all, her mom depends on her for the trapped food. 

I don't mind giving her the extra rabbit because I normally average 
two to three a day. 

By the time I was done Sam was already walking in my direction. "Hey 
a€ | did you hear that?" she asked as she got close, I listened because 
I didn't hear anything. When the wind stopped it sounded like some 
screams, "That's coming from home." Sam noted, she's got some good 
hearing. Cuz I didn't hear a thing. Sam turned to take off running 
back through the woods . 

The trees aren't as dense here, I had to almost leap to grab onto 
her. "Wait." I demanded, "My moma€ | she won't be ablea€ | " Sam 
struggled against my grip. "I know, but you can't just going rushing 
up there. We need to find out what happened." I explained, and the 
girl relaxed an stood next to me. I finished stuffing the rabbit in 
the bag and nodded. Sam walked ahead of me quickly. She's about my 
height with long dark brown hair that was normally in a long braid. 
She's pretty cute to most of the little boys in the camp trying to 
ask her out. It's funny watching them squirm around her. It all makes 
me wonder if I was like that around Jess when I was their age. Which 
was only like a few years ago but it feel like its been forever since 
the solar flares. Months felt more like years or whatever. 


As Sam and I got closer to what we now call home the screams got 



louder. "Wait, just wait. Wait till it stops. We can't do anything to 
help them if we're dead too." I tried to argue with her but she 
fought against me. Yanking her arm away, but I grabbed round her 
waist. "Samantha Stop, we are going to go in there. I just want to 
wait." I demanded and she starred up at me as I hugged her tightly to 
me. I didn't mean to scare her if I did, I know how she felt. Jess is 
in there. Rushing in there wouldn't have helped. I'm not planning on 
sticking myself in the same boat. 

About ten minutes went by and the screams died down then I heard 
something I hadn't heard in a long time. "A BERG" Sam yelped and 
tripped over her feet falling on her ass. A berg hummed and I watched 
as it flew away just over the trees. The trees bent as it took off 
further into the sky. "Holy shit." I muttered as I reached down to 
give a hand up to Sam. "Now we run." I told her as I stood her 
upright. We each took off running in a steady stride back to towards 
our small settlement. It hasn't been the first time I left Jess alone 
and something happened to her. I'm such a shitty girlfriend, how am I 
going to be able to take care of her and a baby. The last time this 
settlement saw a berg they brought us supplies. That was in the 
beginning. Its been mostly trucks or modified busses since then. The 
screams were menacing but they were dying down. Dying, were people 
dying? 

As we ran we came to the path that led to our settlement. I braced 
myself thinking about the Day of the solar Flares. I'm not sure which 
was worse to hear. I slowed to a walk and made Sam slow down with me. 
A man came running in our direction frantically, "RUNa€ | " He yelled 
as he passed us. "Wait, what happened?" I asked an he slowed just a 
little and turned still walking backwards. "The berg theya€ | the 
people with guns shot thesea€ i people jus started droppinga€ | running, 
screaming. You shouldn't go there. You should run." He blurted out 
explaining. After, the panicked man took off into the trees. "RUNa€ | " 
He yammered on as he continued to run disappearing into the woods. I 
glanced back at Sam an she was further down the beaten track. I 
caught up with her, she was crying a little. "Jus take it easy, we 
live on the outside of town. Maybe they're okay." I tried to soothe 
her knowing we could be walking into anything. 

Cautiously walking up to the first few houses all we could see was 
people running and trying to get into huts. I watched as a few tried 
to pick up people on the ground and carry them to safety. The further 
in we got the more bodies littered the ground, everywhere. Like they 
fell in mid movement or right where they were standing. As we moved I 
brought my shirt up to my mouth. "Are these people dead?" Sam asked 
as she bent down, "I don't know, don't touch that." I told her as I 
saw what she was going to pick up. A tube. It was a small silver tube 
that looked like a pill sticking out of the ground. But it was the 
size of your thumb. I kicked one over to see a needle sticking out of 
the end. A dart? How could something so small be so deadly? 

I guess these darts never connected with a body, there's a few 
scattered here and there. I moved and pulled Sam behind me as we made 
our way to our huts. It felt like I had never been there, the place 
was a ghost town. Then I saw them, they were everywhere. The pill 
shaped darts. What didn't hit a body was in the ground, a wooden 
post. Roof or a side of a wall, the little darts were scattered 
everywhere in everything. What was in them? 


I got to my door and Sam ran right to her door across the path. I 



waited a minute because she would only have to peek in and see if 
anyone was in there. There wasn't so I figured all of her brothers 
and sisters were with Jess. I went to open the door but it was 
locked. So I knocked on it. "Jess open up its me." I called out to 
her. Someone opened the door, I didn't see Jess at first behind the 
kids, then I noticed her standing in the door frame to our room. Sam 
ran to them relived to see that they were all here. Only Sam's mom 
wasn't here. Jess pushed past the two of the boys and limped towards 
me. She hugged me tightly. "I thought that youa€ i " "I'm finea€|See 
looka€|babe, I wasn't even here when it happened." I told her, I 
could feel her breathe a sigh of relief in my arms. "It's aa€ | I was 
asleep when the kids jus rushed in here waking me up. They said 
something hit there mom, she fell unconscious with whole bunch of 
other people so I jus locked us up in here." She said frantically, I 
hugged onto her again. "I was just as worried, we're going to be 
okay." I told her trying to ease whatever worries I could. 

When Jess calmed down I turned to the rest of the group, there all 
orphans now. I shuttered with the thought. Knowing my parents were 
probably dead was one thing. Seeing Sam lose both her parents, that's 
another. I really don't even want to think about it right now. 

"Is everyone else okay, did you get hit by the darts?" I asked them, 
the two boys turned to me. Sam glanced up at me troubled, she held 
out her younger brother Mathew's arm showing me where he was hit with 

one. There was a little red hole surrounded by a bruise. "How do you 

feel buddy?" I asked him, he shrugged his shoulders. "I feel fine." 

He told me then smiled a little. I ruffled his hair. "Okay we'll see, 
just let us know if you feel any different okay." I told him and he 

nodded. Sam kid brother Nathan was about thirteen but he was tall for 

his age. Looking at him you would think he was a little older. 
"Where's Sonya? What happened to your mom kid?" I asked 
Nathan . 

"Sonya is in the room asleep. My Mom, she was hit by a dart and she 
jus fell to the ground. I didn't know what to do so I picked up Sonya 
and we jus ran here." He said explained. He was shaking little. 
"Everyone thought they might have been here to take us away. To some 
place better, like a rescuea€ i That ' s what people were saying. We all 
ran to seea€ | " he continued calming down a little. "Well maybe she's 
fine jus like Mathew. We should go look for her." Sam suggested, I 
shook my head thinking it was a bad idea. We don't know what people 
were shot with I don't really want to know. What if they turn into 
flesh eating zombies? The world already ended how much worse can 
these woods get. I watched a little dazed that we were having yet 
another crisis as Jess started to walk out the door behind 
Sam . 

"Wait" I ordered them and stuck my arm out in front of the two boys 
before they could follow. "Your not going out there. You should pack 
Jess were leaving. I'll go find Jen. Sam you go pack for you, Sonya 
and the boys but come right back here. Nathan don't leave. If I'm not 
back in thirty minutes, all of you leave without me, go down the 
mountain. " I told her as I moved towards the door. Sam shook her 
head in protest and went to walk out, I pulled her back into the hut. 
"Your just going over there to pack nothing else." I ordered sam, she 
took in a deep breath and nodded leaving the hut . 


Jess turned to some plastic bins started to go through them. I took 
hold of her arm pulling her in my direction. She bowed her head as 



she moved to me. "I jusa€|make sure you come back with her. She's 
stubborn." Jess explained. She starred down at the floor while 
holding the lower part of her stomach. "I know, don't wait for me. I 
can catch up even if you guys leave." I tried to ease her worry. But 
the girl is tuff, unfortunately her limp will make her slow. I pushed 
a few strands of her hair behind her ear then bent down and kissed 
her stomach. "I'll be back Derick." I told him. "It's a girl." Jess 
complained and I smiled while shaking her head. "Don't listen to her 
you're a boy." I whispered to the baby and stood to kiss her again. 

We made our way to the door, I kissed her a little deeper, "EWWW" 
Mathew cried and we both laughed a little. I forgot for a second they 
were even in here. So I let go of Jess, "BE right back." I told them 
all as I left the hut. 

~k ~k ~k 


><p><strong>I Hope you enjoyed this chapter. Thank you mazerunner26 
for the first review... Since you've gotten this far go ahead a leave 
a review. It always helps when writers have input. <strong> 

**One love -Ray** 


3. Day 1- part 2 

**So Im glad you've gotten this far in the story. To answer some 
questions. Sam is a teen that Amy meets and takes her under her wing. 
Thanks mazerunner2 6, There deff be more linking to the characters 
from the story as I go. Amy and Jess are in their early twenties as 
well just in case anyone wanted to know. ... So glad your still here, 
leave a review after this chapter. I like to know what you think. 

><strong> 


~k ~k ~k 


><p><strong>Day 1- six or so hours later<strong> 

"You should turn off the light. Save the battery." Jen ordered. So I 
switched off the light and I pulled jess closer to me. "She's in a 
mode already" Jess whispered. This cubby hole was starting to get 
warm, tensions were rising. "I heard that." Jen spat. I didn't like 
sitting in the dark. I don't know how long we've been down here. 
Hour's maybe. I could hear people moving outside. I don't know what 
was worse, coming down the stairs running from the sun flares seeing 
people in flames or hearing these panicked people. It was pitch black 
dark in the room without the light. We used those industrial flash 
lights. They last. The only thing helping me keep my composer now was 
Jess sitting next to me. 

"We have to go see what's going on." Jen said, "Are you kidding me." 
Jess protested, sitting up out of my arms. "No we need to stay right 
here." Jess continued to argue. "I need to know the situation, I 
wanna know if this is it. I'm sure the flares are gone. We've been 
down here for more the a few hours." Jen explained, looking at her 
watch. "No, were nota€| ", In the middle of Jess talking I flipped on 
the light. She shielded her eyes for a second. "Sorry but she's kind 
of right. If the flares are done. We should look for a way out." I 



added, Jess gave me a look. "I'm not agreeing with this." She 
muttered and I took out my gun from the back of my pants. I felt 
better knowing that Jen had a knife. Makes me a little more willing 
to go, so she would have back up if something popped off. But I'm 
leaving this with jess, she'll be alone. "Take it." I told her. 

Jess took the gun and set it on the floor in front of her. Jen 
slipped out the door. I kissed Jess's cheek because she wouldn't look 
up at me and then moved to the door. Jen was standing a few feet down 
the tunnel but there was no one else. So we started to walk back the 
way we came and up the stairwell. The heat up here was awful. My 
shirt started to stick to my skin immediately. When we got to the 
long tunnel a boy ran full speed at us and went to pass us but Jen 
grabbed him. "What are you running from?" Jen asked, the boy tried to 
jerk away but Jen had a good grip on his arm. "There's a wave coming. 
Right for the city." he scrambled to get out of her grip. "How do you 
know?" I asked. "Some nerdy lookin kid an old guy with this group 
told me. But I gotta go find my mom. She's still down here." He said 
and Jen let him go. The boy kept running. 

"C'mon." I said and pulled Jen back towards the stairwell. She looked 
down the tunnel longingly, like she wanted to run. I pulled on her 
shirt, not hard I just wanted her attention. "Jen we need you." I 
told her. She turned back to me, placing her hand on my shoulder 
briefly and then we both went hurdling back down the stairwell. 
Skipping steps here and there. Before I knew it we were back at the 
door but it was open. I scrambled to get inside the cubby hole we 
found. Jess was facing the wall and laying on her side. There is a 
small pool of blood by her leg. "I didn't hear a shot." Jen said. I 
moved slowly to her. The gun was gone, I couldn't find it. "Babe." I 
asked but she still didn't move. "We gotta get outta here." I said as 
I turned her over and pulled her onto my lap a little to prop her up 
against the wall. I looked to see where the blood was coming from 
when I noticed a large gash down the side of her thigh. I took off my 
belt and tied it off closer her hip. "She's in some kind of shock. 
Were gonna have to carry her." Jen said kneeling down next to us . I 
nodded and moved to pick her up by her arms, putting my forearms 
under her arm and Jen moved to her legs . We maneuvered our way out 
the door and jogged as fast as we could. 

It took us longer because we were carrying Jess. She just wasn't 
waking up for me. "Jen, how much further." I asked her, because the 
last turn we took was different. She said were headed to a sky rise. 
"We won't make it out of the city but we can make it up into a 
building." she explained. I think we're trying to avoid people. I 
just followed Jen. I only wanted out of here. I stopped paying 
attention to where we were going. We haven't seen but a few people in 
this tunnel of the subtrans. 

Then all of a sudden she stopped. "Were here?" Jen said an I looked 
up to see a ladder. Are you kidding me. Jen set Jess's legs down 
softly. She was still bleeding pretty badly. "It's an office 
building." Jen explained. "We don't know what's up there." I told 
her. "I'm going to go look." She said as she went to climb. A lot of 
these subtrans tunnels connected into the buildings. So that they can 
get the supplies they needed from the transports quicker. It was the 
new age loading dock. Most of the tunnels ran right under the 
buildings. This maintenance ladder was probably was part of one of 
them . 



I kneeled down next to jess. "Babya€|baby you have to wake up. 
Jessica" I said as I shook her shoulder a little bit. "mmmm" she 
moaned, "Ahhhhhh" then she sat up an cried out in pain. Grabbing at 
the top of her leg. "Jessa€|Look at me Jess. Calm down." I told her. 
She was still crying a little she didn't say anything he just stared 
at me. "I put my belt around it for now. You're going to be fine 
baby... We have to goa€ i you have to get up." I told her an she jus 
starred at me. There was something wrong with her. "Jena€|" I called 
out to her Ex. She climbed back down the ladder. "We don't have time 
for this." She said, then I heard this loud rushing sound. "Jessa€|we 
gotta goa€ | you gotta get up." Jen demanded as she went to pull on her 
arm. "No time to argue." Jen said, I went for the other arm an helped 
her stand. Jen went back for the ladder. I was a little bigger then 
Jess so I was confident that I could almost let her sit on my legs as 
we climbed. 

I started to help push her up the ladder as Jen climbed up an d 
reached down. It was hard to tell at my angle but I did what I could. 
Then I saw it, down the tunnel. This wind hit me I could tell it was 
the water the boy was talking about before. "Jena€|" I called out to 
her but I didn't see her. Then it came, and the searing hot water hit 
my feet throwing me off balance for a moment. I was high enough up 
that it wasn't able to take me with the flow. Moved up some more 
under Jess. 

The water was muddy brown and still felt hot once I was out of it. 
Feeling the heat coming off of it is unsettling. What if it was just 
as bad where we're going? I went to climb another ladder rung when 
Jess was pulled up through the hole by someone. I starred up and 
climbed another rung when a hand was offered to me. I looked up to 
see it was some guy. He pulled me out of the ladder well. 

When I got to my feet I looked around. Jess was laying a few feet 
away. Jen and another Woman sat over her. I moved to her head and 
held it. She was unconscious. "We need to get higher, there's more 
water coming." The woman said as continued to look over jess. "I can 
help her." She said, the man walked back over to us. "Let get moving 
then." He said as he went to pick up Jess off the floor. "Follow me, 

I work here." He said, and at that moment I felt lucky we ran into 
these people. They looked like one of those a married couples you see 
on TV. 

We followed hem up this winding stairs, "Just have to make one stop 
then we'll go further up." He claimed. Two flights up we stopped on a 
floor and headed for what looked like something that used to be a 
restaurant. Most of the windows were blown out and the room looked 
like it had been through a huge explosion. Gust of hot wind blew into 
the room through the thrashed windows. I felt like I was in a desert 
up here. I thought the whole world would look just like this. How 
screwed are we. We probably did it to ourselves with killing the 
ozone and such. 

"How did you survive in here?" I asked Sean as we walked. "This used 
to be a five star restaurant. My family and I was using a free dinner 
from the company when it hit. Chefs table. A Lucky table. Everyone 
else split but me and a few of the staff and my family rode it out in 
freezer. All metal super freezer. The cold box worked like a charm. 
Were all okay. Can't say he same for everyone who left. We sat in 
there for about six hours before we came out. An saw her downstairs." 
He explained as we moved through the burnt restaurant. 



We walked through the large kitchen and down a stairwell, there was a 
large metal door. "This is my wife Lucy, I'm Sean. Your about to meet 
my rug-rats." He explained, his wife Lucy opened the big metal door 
and out ran a very young boy and older teenage girl. They were cute, 
and looked just like their parents. Another boy slowly walked out 
followed by a few more people in disheveled uniforms. The young boy 
was holding a baby girl. There was a body laying by the door that was 
covered with a jacket. It looked like he was badly burned. "C'mon 
guys let's get out of here it's safe." Lucy told her children. They 
all looked relieved and filed out past us into the restaurant. 

We must have went up ten floors when the water came. A few levels 
below us was taken out. All of it, just gone. When it started to 
climb slowly we moved up few more floors, but it kept coming. 

Sean an Lucy led us all upstairs out of harms way. When we stopped we 
were on a floor with a lot of offices. I ran to a nearby desk an 
shoved everything off of it. Something in me always wanted to do 
that. Sean placed Jess on the desk. "Sammy honey, you got my purse." 
Lucy asked as she went to look at Jess's leg. "She's could've bleed 
out down there if you guys didn't use this belt." She stated, as Sam 
came back with a small purse. "You're a doctor." I asked, "No, but I 
can sew this up with a small sewing kit. Didn't think I would ever 
use the thing. I'm more of a kitting type momma." she explained a she 
took it out a small kit a started looking for a needle. After she 
found a needle she pieced it together with some string. I couldn't 
watch the rest so I moved around to Jess's face. She was still 
asleep. Which was probably a good thing because I know this is going 
to hurt. What the hell happened? I shouldn't have left her alone. 

~k ~k ~k 

><p><strong>Thanks for reading and a major shout out to mazerunner2 6 . 
Thanks for the mot ivat ion ... Anyways Review review 
review. . .<strong> 

**once again** 

**One love - Ray** 


4. Day 240 continued 

**Day 240 Same moments after Amy left her hut.** 

I moved through the camp, a few steps away from the cabin and took my 
scarf out to cover my face. I think these people were really dead. 

Not even dying, they were really dead. They were everywhere the 
bodies. Like wat ever hit them happened instantly and they fell right 
where they stood. I hadn't seen anything like this since this whole 
apocalyptic world thing started. I was kind of spared by the water 
that swept away most of the bodies in the city. But here, some of 
these people I had become friends with but others I didn't recognize 
to well. I usually kept to my side of the settlement, unless I had to 
do some wood work. There was getting to be that many people here, we 
weren't over crowded yet. At least I don't think we were here. 


Jen knew mostly everybody. Or everybody knew her, she was the boss or 
mayor of this place. She would always think of a way out of things. 



Like a food shortage or no ammo for freaks that come visiting wanting 
to rob us. She taught everyone how to use a bow an arrow instead. She 
said you can't run out of Arrows in the woods if you know how to make 
them. From the old saying give a man a fish. He can feed his family. 
Teach him how to fish an he can eat all year. 

I ran right to the tree house using mostly back alleyways. When I 
found ladder and moved up into the canopy. She wanted a room 
overlooking everything so she got it. I could hear other voices in 
her room with her. "Everyone that was hit is dead. The rest are 
hiding in their huts." One man said. "Do we know if their coming 
back. What if they come back to finish us off." A woman asked. 
"They're not. Would've been hit already. It's been a while." Jen 
snapped, as I opened the door. "Look we need to start burning the 
bodies." The same man recommended. They didn't even care that I was 
in there. They were deep talk about the situation I guess. "I'm not 
touching those bodies." Jen said, "Whoever does that just might be 
signing their death warrant." She told them. "We have to do something 
or else this place is going to become a rotting death camp. WE'LL 
HAVE MORE PROBLEMS THEN JEN." He detailed, I stood back in the 
corner. Waiting it out. Waiting for the meeting to finish. "Have it 
your way. This place is all yours. I'm leaving." Jen said as she 
walked away from the table and right to me. "C'mon." she said as she 
pushed me back out the door. 

"What was all that?" I asked, "I'm getting the fuck up outta here." 
She said, an caught me off guard. I didn't expect she would want to 
leave. It's her ship. So to speak. This place was all her idea. 
"Really." I said, "Let's go, I was planning on leaving anyways. 
There's no way I'm staying here after what just happened. It's not 
safe anymore." She said as she made her way down a make shift ladder. 
"I'm going to get Jacob, Lock and Hannah and we're getting out of 
here. Go to your cabin and wait for me." Jen ordered. "I'm coming 
with you." I said as stepped off the ladder and onto to solid ground 
while trying to avoid a body. Jen starred at me hard for a second, 
then shook her head annoyed. "C'mon." She relented. 

As we walked I pulled my scarf back up, Jen pulled up her shirt and 
held it over her face. "What happened?" I asked her, as we maneuvered 
our way to her friend's places. "A berg came, an shot everyone." She 
said quickly. "Jen.." I said. "This berg, it flew right over the 
market, everyone flocked to it because of what happened last time. 
That berg dropped a lot of supplies. We really needed it. It was a 
lot of supplies im telling you, cause I know you missed it last time 
too. That time, besides what we put away in storage we gave a lot of 
people had extra food for a little bit. It was nice." She started, we 
continued to walk. I got an uneasy feeling about the rest of her 
story. Mainly because I heard most everything from a distance. 

"The crowd was huge, I almost forgot we had that many people here. 

The berg lowered itself a little then lowered this ramp. Four men in 
motorcycle helmets an green suits walked to the end of the ramp. The 
only thing in their hands were guns. After the first person hit the 
ground they came down like rain. Hitting every person around me. I 
guess I got lucky. I scrambled with everyone else as they ran. There 
wasn't anything anyone could even do. So we just ran. It was awful. 
Worse than the war." Jen exclaimed as I followed closely behind her. 
She never talked about the war. I wasn't sure if anything could be 
worse than war till now. "I could hear the screaming in the woods." I 
told her and she looked back briefly. 



We had gotten closer over these last few months. I guess we've seen 
each other that much. She older then me so I guess we all became more 
like family. The closest thing to family we got. It would suck to 
lose someone now. 

It took us a good while to move seeing as how every other turn we 
took we were surrounded by bodies. We were trying to avoid them. I 
glanced up every few steps, when Jen stopped. As I looked up to see 
what she was staring at. Hanna busted out of her hut an kept running 
but she fell, tripping over a root. She was in a hurry, Jen rushed 
over to her side. "Hannah," Jenn said. Hannah glanced up at her. I 
think Jen likes her but she has a boyfriend so you know how that 
goes . 

I jogged up behind them an Jen helped her stand. "Ben he justa€ | he 
justa€ | " She repeated, she closed her eyes really tightly. Ben is 
Hannah's boyfriend. "Just relax, take a deep breatha€ i " Jen tried to 
calm her. Hannah hugged onto her, catching her off guard but she 
returned the gesture. I walked towards the open door and peeked in. I 
could see a set of legs sticking out of a doorway further in the hut. 
Blood pooled around his shoulders. I moved inside, I walked to the 
edge of the blood an saw his head. It was bashed inward. I followed a 
trail of blood up the wall where it splattered on a log in the window 
frame . 

I took steps backward out of the hut when I ran into someone. I 
turned to see Jen, "Don't." I stopped her from walking past me. "He's 
dead." I told her taking her by the hand an walking out of the hut 
with her in tow. Hannah was sobbing now. "I can't just leave him in 
there." She cried. Jen closed the door behind her. "We have to go, 
NOW." Jen practically screamed. She had to, she was crying that loud. 
We started to move again. Hannah cried the whole way. 

People were starting to come out of their huts. As we walked we saw 
Lock an Jacob in the crowd, they had a little boy in their arms. I 
didn't know the kid and he didn't look like either of them. "Who is 
this?" I asked, Jacob handed me the boy. "She called him Newton. This 
woman over there she was crying about something in her head. She made 
us take him." Jacob explained. I glanced around, we all looked worse 
for wear, but since we had everybody I need to get back to jess an 
the kids. I glanced down at the little boy. He buried his head in my 
shoulder. He was cute kid but dirty. Jen looked around people were 
starting to move some of the dead. They must have gotten something 
organized. "Where will we go?" Lock asked, "Down the mountain." Jen 
stated. "Let's go." She ordered an we all filed in behind her. 

Jen took us all back the same path back to her place and outside the 
settlement. When we stopped and everyone sat down I stayed standing. 
"I have to go back." I told her, "For who Jess, she'll slow us down." 
Lock said, I barely knew him but I was already not liking him right 
now. The guy was cocky and annoying while we were building this 
place. He always had something to say. He stood, Jen walked over an 
stood in front of him. "She won't leave her, neither will I. Go get 
her we'll be right here." Jen told me as she pushed Locks shoulder 
and pushed him back onto his ass. I handed over Newton. Than I 
started to walk away an Lock stood back up. I don't know why she 
brought him. She must have found him for a reason. The rest of the 
group I couldn't say much for. Hannah hasn't said much but cried 
since we left her cabin. Jacob said hi but he doesn't talk much like 



me so it stayed at that. The kid in my arms just clinging to my 
shoulder. "Jacob do ya mind?" I asked as I motioned to him. He walked 
over an took little Newton. Then I left. 


I made my way through the outside of the huts avoiding the large 
groups of people being organized by the people that were in the Hut 
with Jen earlier. I made y way to my hut an opened the door. Sam sat 
on the floor with Sonya in her lap. Sam stood an put a backpack on. 
Nathan walked up to me, "Did you find her?" Jess asked walking out of 
the room with my backpack it was one of those huge marine ones. I 
found it. I'm guessing she didn't pack much because it didn't look 
full. I took it from her an swung it over my shoulder. We had a crowd 
ourselves, "Yea, there's a group of us. We gotta go meet them outside 
the camp." I explained to everyone. Nathan took up Mathew and then 
put his sweat shirt over his head. "Good idea." I said an turned to 
Sam before walking over to the door. I threw my bookbag over my 
shoulders. Sam kinds of did he same thing with Sonya with her sweater 
but Sonya kept pulling it down. "Jus cover her eyes." I told 
her . 

They all stood at the door behind me. "Okay there a lot of bodies 
around still so I want you look at each others backs" I told them. 
Then I opened the door an d we wall left. 

We walked along the main path, people we're dragging bodies somewhere 
off into the woods. There wasn't many helping. I covered y mouth 
again an lead them to where Jen was waiting outside the settlement. 

As we walked up Sam ran to Jen an hugged her. That was weird, I now 
she hasn't seen her all day but damn. I thought she saved that for 
me. "Your okay?" Jess asked as Jen let go an kind of stepped 
backward. "I'm fine." She replied. Then glanced around at everyone. 
"You brought Kids with you too." Lock opened his mouth again. Man if 
I had a gun right now. "These kids are only gonna be a headachea€ | 

I'm getting one right now." He continued as he turned an walked away 
from us. Jen Hannah an Jacob followed. I looked at Sam an then Jess 
who walked back to take hold of my hand an we all followed Jen, 

"We gotta get far away from this place." Jacob said, as we walked. 
"Why do you say it like that?" I asked him. "Those tube just gave me 
a bad feeling. Why would everyone fall dead instantly. Something like 
that would either have to be poison or viral. Either way I don't 
wanna find out if it was the ladder. No telling what's going to 
happen." He added as he off walked into the woods. We al 
followed . 

Jen took the lead from Lock. As the forest grew dense Jen took out 
her bowing knife and started to hack limbs and bushes out of the way. 
There was nothing for miles we just walked. 

~k ~k ~k 
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It helps . <strong> 

**One Love- _Ray_** 



5. Day 15 


* *Day 15** 

This building is so hot. "Jessa€|" I said trying to get her 
attention. But she just sat there an starred off into space. Jen came 
to sit down next to me. "She's still not talking." Jen asked. I shook 
my head. Jess didn't even look at us. She normally don't t like it 
when people are talking about her in the same room. She still didn't 
say anything. "Jessa€| What's wrong?" Jen asked Jess, taking hold of 
her shoulder. "Jen..." I snapped, giving her a look, but I don't 
think she felt threatened. "What, she can't not talk forever. Even if 
it's just a scream." Jen reached forwards and pinched Jess in arm. 
"OWW" Jess yelped an held her arm to look at it but only went right 
back into her little turtle shell. I gave Jen a good little tap on 
the shoulder. "Heya€ | Thought it might wake her up." Jen explained. 
"Let's give her some space." Jen added, I huffed but I stood up and 
Jen stood with me. We both walked to the door for the office and 
started down the hall. 

I could hear kids playing and laughing. They hadn't played all week, 

I thought for a second how I might have never heard laughter again. 
But I guess this family is well rounded enough to bounce back. It was 
nice but it only made me think of Jess again. I walked past the door 
where Mr. Sean and Mrs. Lucy was sitting in. I stopped walking and 
walked back into their room. It took Jen a second but she 
followed . 

"Hey girls." Sean greeted, "hey." I said an sat on the desk across 
from the chair from where they were sitting. "How is she?" Lucy 
asked, "Same." I muttered, "She hasn't told you." Lucy asked an I sat 
up interested. "Told me what?" I asked. "I would have thought she 
might have said something by now. This might not be good you should 
know there were marks on her inner thighs, bruises. I asked her and 
she only nodded but I'm pretty sure whoevera€ | they assaulted her." 
She tried to say as easily as possible. I stood an went to go back to 
the room but someone grabbed my arm. I gawked up to see Jen, "Wait, 
you can't just go rushing in there. If she wanted you to know she 
would've told you." Sean added as he touched his wife's shoulder 
stepping forward as well. I wanted to scream, I left her the gun an 
she didn'ta€|or she couldn't. ora€ mya€ | holy shit. 

I sat on the floor where I was standing and buried my face in my 
hands. They might have used the gun. The thought ran over an over in 
my head as I thought what I could have done if I had stayed. I never 
killed anyone. Haven't had to but I would have that day. And I know 
could right now. 

Someone grabbed me by the shoulders an forced me to stand. Must be 
Sean, "doesn't mean you can break down. You gotta be strong kiddo." 

He told me brushing my shirt of because most of the floor was covered 
in ash. "But Ia€|" I started to say. I couldn't think. "C'mon let's 
take a walk." Jen said as she took hold of my arm an we walked out of 
the room back into the hallway. We turned back to walk in the 
direction of the room Jess was in. 

I didn't say anything. I went to walk back in the room but Jen 
stopped me. "ah C'mona€|Were taking a walk." She repeated. I huffed 
and kept walking with her. We walked to the window and looked down. 
The water was still there, it had receded some but not by much. Jen 



turned and we both headed for the set of the stairs. 


She let go of my arm and we both jogged down the stairs a few floors. 
I really didn't want to go. I wanted to hold Jess till she said 
something. Even if it was get off I didn't care I just wanted her to 
be okay. 

"I came down here earlier." Jen stated bringing me back from my daze. 
"What did you find?" I asked, "Nothing but some extra water down in a 
closet." She described. "There might be some be some food down here 
we should take a look." she determined. I didn't say anything I jus 
let her take me along. So we walked. 

We got down a few flights of stairs and I still hadn't said anything. 
I was furious, I wanted to run back to Jess an hold her. "Ya know I 
didn't like you at first." Jen said plainly. "What?" I asked. "Yea, 
you were an annoying little gita€|but you grew on me." She added. 
"Thanks." I said unsure if tha was a good thing. "For whata€ | " she 
asked. "I don't know not telling me that before all this. Staying 
with us." I stated, an chuckled. She kind of smiled. "Where else 
would I goa€ i besides kinda gotten to know you now, kinda like a 
little sis to me I guess. Jess an I wouldn't worked anyways." She 
continued to say. I just listened. "Feel better?" she asked. 

"Yeaa€ | maybe . " I said she stopped at a floor. We walked in through 
the door to find that it hadn't been completely under water. It only 
went halfway up this floor. It smelled moldy, it made me gag. 

From where I was standing I could see a outside window so I walked 
over to it. When I looked down the water was one level below us. 

Along with a boat. "JENa€|COME HERE." I yelled, she popped her head 
out of a door. "What?" she asked walking out. "I found a vending 
machine." She said, "it's a boat." I told her an she jogged over. She 
got to me a leaned out to look. "They're already inside." She said, I 
noticed a rope attached to the building. I left the window an went to 
the stairs. The floor they wer eon wasn't flooded anymore either. 
"Amy?" I heard Jen yell but I didn't wait. I kept going down the 
second set of stairs an through the door. "AMY Wait!" Jen called out 
to me again. I didn't care, maybe they could get us out of the stupid 
hot ass building. 

"HELLO." I called out, I heard movement to my right so I went that 
way. I looked back to see Jen coming out of the stairwell. I turned a 
corner and pow. A bullet hit a wall next to me, leaving a small hole 
in the plaster. I froze. 

I didn't hear Jen moving either. As I stood there a man and a woman 
stepped out into the open. One holding a revolver. Both looked like 
they been through hell and back. "Come On OUT I heard ya Yellin 
upstairs." The man said. The woman next to him smiled an laughed. I 
glanced up to see Jen walk out of an office a few feet away. I didn't 
even see her go in there. The man pointed his gun in y direction. 

"You two the only ones in here." He asked. "Yes." Jen said. Before I 
could answer. She didn't look at me. She starred him down, not 
scared, no. More like sizing him up. Jen was reaching around her back 
towards her knife. 

They came closer, "Okay this can go the easy way or the hard way. We 
need food and water, this building looks like it might have been full 
of it. So go get it?" he said, Jen an I both looked at eachother. An 
turned to go back to the stairwell. "Ah aha€ | what do you think I'm 



stupid. You look strong enough to carry shit by yourself. The skinny 
one stays here. Go with her." he said motioning for me to stay an for 
his girl to go with Jen. "urn turn around." The woman asked Jen. Then 
she did so an woman searched her. She found the knife and took it. "I 
guess I don't have to say, don't try anything." He added. Jen huffed 
annoyed an went to walk back up the stairs. "There might be a vending 
machine up here." He said as they walked away. 

I stared back at the man, then the boat. "Why are you doing this?" I 
asked him, "Does it look like I wanna talk. It's the end of the world 
kid. Everyman or himself, now sit down an shut up." He demanded an 
pushed me towards the floor. I stumbled but I regained my footing an 
walked over to the far wall. I didn't want to sit because the floor 
was gross so I sat on my heels an leaded against the wall. 

About ten minutes later Jen an the woman came back with plastic 
grocery bags full of stuff. They must have gone up a few floors. When 
they got over to us she hit Jen in the back forcing her to her knees 
momentarily. I went to her an helped her up. Jen rubbed the back of 
her neck. They threw the bags onto the boat. "When I go, you take 
her. We're getting that boat." Jen whispered. I wasn't sure if I 
could take the already feral looking woman down. I should try though 
for the sake of everyone upstairs. For the sake of Jess. 

"That can't be all of it. This building is huge." He claimed, Jen 
half turned back. To go back down the hall then she turned an 
sprinted. I dove for the woman next to me and to my surprise I 
actually connected with her. I sent her flying into the wall. I heard 
a shot pop off but not a scream or anything so I know he missed. I 
swung before she could get up hitting her in the stomach. Than swung 
again wildy not really paying attention to where an hit her somewhere 
in the cheek. She fell back into the wall. I dashed to her as quickly 
as I could an put my hands around her neck. The full furry of what I 
would have done to the man that hurt jess. I held her up by her neck 
choking her. Putting my full weight in to her. She was turning red. 
Gripping at my hands and kicking but I had her pinned. 

Then I heard three gun shots. "I got two lefta€ ! I can put one in your 
shoulder and one your friends head from this distance. Left my girl 
go." He said, I looked back over my shoulder, he was holding Jen down 
with his knees. With the gun to the back of her head. She lost. I let 
her go. Whap. 

I didn't even know what hit me. I was down on the ground an my eye 
throbbed. That's gonna be a black eye. "bitch." She spat as she 
walked back over to her guy. "Well don't just sit there get your ass 
over here you dumb bitch." He demanded an I slowly stood. There was 
little light flying around in my vision as I walked over to him. He 
stood over Jen, he had let her go but he is still holding the gun to 
to her head. She looked pretty pissed. She wasn't bleeding so he must 
have pulled the trigger as they fought. "Just take what you have an 
go. We won't fight." I said, Jen tried to get up but the woman kicked 
her in the side. Jen rolled over onto her side an held her stomach, 
"ahhh." "C'mon really just let us go. You got what you want." I told 
him an he shook his head no. 

"Hey." Someone said off in the distance. And POW. It surprised him. 
"What the fuck ... Fucking liars" he said after He shot the gun 
straight down the hall at the stairwell door. It was a clear line of 
sight for him. I went to look down the hall. "AHHHHHHH' when I heard 



this piercing scream. I turned back to see both of our captor back on 
their boat. "You two go lucky I only got onea€ which one of you wants 
it?" he asked, I stood next to Jen. Then turned an helped her stand 
as they un-docked an pushed away from the building. "SEAN, SEAN!" 
someone yelled panicked, the boat pulled away. They took off on the 
water... I turned to Jen, "you okay." I asked Jen as I helped her 
stand. "Fine. Let's go, c'mon" she said. I got up still shaking the 
fireflies from my vision and ran down the hall. 

We ran down the hall. I could hear was legs kicking for a second. 

Lucy was crying. I ran over to door way stopped. Sean was shot in the 
stomach, he was bleeding everywhere. "Oh my god noa€ | oh my god." She 
repeated over an over again she tried to put pressure on the wound. 

It only seeped up between her fingers. He was coughing it up and it 
was stating to pool around him. "Lucya€|We have to get him upstairs." 
Jen said, "No..." He coughed. "Seana€|" Lucy cried. I watched as she 
started to slip away. I went to his head. Then back to his chest. To 
help Lucy but it was no use. He raised his hand an touched his wife's 
arm then I sat up. Jen an I both scooted back to the wall and sat. I 
looked down at my hands, they were covered. "Honey noa€ don't leave 
me please. Don't go." She pleaded with the dying man. I had only 
known him for the last few weeks but it just seems like longer. If he 
wouldn't have pulled me out of that tunnel I'm sure that water 
would've takin me. Is this just how the world is now? 

But this, something so small could do so much damage. Just like that, 
he was gone. I started walking back up the stairs first. I just 
didn't want to be down here. My pace turned into a run and I made my 
way to the office Jess was in. I stopped at the door. I jus had to 
see her. 

Jess stared up from where she was sitting and stood. I ambled over to 
her an sat down on the floor. "What happened?" Jess asked as was 
trying to examine me. The look of worry came over her an she looked 
like she was about to cry. "No, I'm fine. They shot Sean. Jen an Lucy 
are down there with him. I couldn'ta€|" I said as I sat there. Jess 
stood, walked over to me an hugged my head. Today of all days she 
decides to snap out of her trance. "Sean's dead." She asked and I 
nodded. She knelt back down sitting in front of me. Still holding my 
head up to hers. "No matter what we have to stay alive. No matter 
what." She said to me. An I nodded. "No matter what." 

~k ~k ~k 


><p><strong>Okay for all who is reading and wondering when I'm going 
to get to the maze. Keep wondering, I had this story in my head for a 
while after i read the book. I kinda just wanted to get all it out. 
It's weird I know. Strangely I could see the entire thing play out 
and how it all might have happened for the parents involved with 
having their kids taken or either giving them away. Oops there a 
spoiler for my own story. Anyways thanks for reading this far. I will 
be updating soon. Thank you mazerunner2 6, your awesome and I'm glad 
you like it so far. . . So let me know what you think. Leave a review, 
review review, as always . <strong> 

* *ONE LOVE- _Ray_* * 


6. Day 242 



* *Day 242** 


I looked at my watch to see it was midnight. We have only stopped to 
take a break and I'm lookin at all the kids. They look like they can 
barely make it further. Jess was holding my arm as we walked, she's 
almost fell asleep on my shoulder as we walked a few minutes ago. 
"JEN." I called out but she didn't turn around. She just kept hacking 
at the tree branches and bushes in front of her. "Jen, we need to 
stop. Besides we can't see shit out here, it's dark as hell." I 
complained as she stopped. I left Jess for a moment, shifted Newton 
on my hip and walked up to her. Jen hacked at the tree behind her an 
looked on but didn't move. "Will camp herea€|but were moving first 
light. I'll take watch first." Jen ordered as she looked over all of 
us. Hannah, Lock, and Nathan sat down on a log. Jess went to join 
em . 

"I'm going to find some wood." I told everyone setting Newton down. 

He ambled over to Nathan an Mathew. I pushed aside some branches and 
moved away from the group. "Wait up." Jen called out to me and caught 
up to me quickly. "You shouldn't be out here alone." Jen told me. "I 
come out here alone all the time. It's them I'm worried about. We 
gotta take it easy tomorrow an stop at sunset." I told her as we 
walked. "Were almost there. Let me worry about everyone. You worry 
about jess and that baby. All this stress ain't good for them but yea 
we'll take it easy." She told me and I nodded. "You don't 
thinka€ | with all this Ia€|" "Don't say another worda€ | you ' 11 jinx it, 
whatever it is." She continued interrupting me. "Look you're gonna 
make a great mom. Don't sweat it, till the time comes. "She told me 
and I took a deep breathe. 

"How far have we gotten away from the settlement?" I asked her. "I 
was actually trying to get us to this settlement at the bottom of the 
mountain. We've been trading with them. We should get there by 
lunchtime tomorrow. I just wanted to get to cliff side to make sure 
they are still there. You can see the lantern lights and the lights 
of fires from there." Jen explained as we continued. "Why didn't you 
tell me this sooner?" I asked her, "I didn't want to get your hopes 
up just in case and you wanted to stop so we stopped." Jen said an 
continued on. I jogged to catch up with her. "The cliff is this way." 
Jen said, I shrugged an followed her. Why not check it out. 

When we made it to the cliff we both looked over. I could make out 
houses in the trees. Thought it would be lit up with lanterns like 
ours normally is at night but there wasn't. "There a way down over 
there." Jen pointed out. I kept looking for more fires or lanterns. 
There was only a few lit fires on the ground and still it was only 
like three or four. "Think it's just late?" I asked, Jen starred then 
pointed at something. I sat down and got closer to the edge of the 
cliff. I looked down an too the left. It was about fifty or so yards 
away from the camp. When I realized what it was I sat up. "Is that a 
body pit?" I asked Jen. "Yup." She said walking away. We started 
collecting wood on the way back to the group. 

"What does that mean?" I asked her. "The same thing might have 
happened to them earlier this week." She said. "Well we can't go 
there." I told her an she just looked up at me . I knew that look, its 
one of those determined leader type looks. The alpha stare. "Jen, no 
you can't go therea€ | you won't, I won't let you." I told her. "You 
and what army. They might know what's this thing is?" she told me. 

"I' going first light. If you're up you should come with me." Jen 



added, I shook my head. That place looked deserted. "The same thing 
that happened to us happened to them." she added. "Right so we 

shouldn't go." I argued. "I'll go now, if don't come with e first 

light." She warned me. Anything can happen to her out here. I can't 
let her go alone. Just like she wouldn't let me "Finea€ | finea€ | First 
light I'll go with you." I told her as we moved. 

I picked up a last few sticks that I could an walked back to the rest 
of the group. 

When we got back everyone was still up an talking. Sitting in a small 

group. Lock and Hannah an jess were up on the log. The kids we 

sitting at their feet. I dropped the pile of sticks an Jen made a 
f ire . 

I sat down next to Jess. "You guys were gone for a long time." She 
said. "I know." I told her. I heard a lighter click a few times then 
a fire went up in a blaze in front of us. "We saw another 
settlement." I told her. "Why aren't going there." She asked "it was 
all dark. There wasn't any lights in it at all." I told her. She 
looked down at the ground. "Jen and I are going to go take a look 
first light." I reassured her. "You should get some sleep." I said, 
jess smiled an laid her head down on my lap. Moments later she was 
asleep . 

The next morning I woke up with my back against the log. I didn't 
even realize we moved down to the ground. The fire was out, there was 
smoke coming from the few smoldering bits of branch left. I pulled 
Jess's jacket a tighter. She was laying more on the log so I was able 
to roll her off me slowly without waking her. Sam sat up, "I heard 
you move." She said. I held up a finger to my mouth am motioned for 
her to come with me. Jen was sitting away from the group a little bit 
carving something. 

I moved closer an glanced over Jens shoulder, she was sharpening a 
stick. "Jen" I said, "here" she said an handed it to me. "We're going 
to down to the settlement. Should take us an hour total to get there 
an back." She explained "Wait I want to go." Sam asked. "No you 
should stay here." I told her, tell lock where we went when he wakes 
up." I told her. She put her head down. "Look we can't all go. 

Someone has to stay with you bothers an sisters anyways." Jen told 
her as she turned an walked off. I hugged Sam. Then followed Jen we 
went right to the settlement. 

Jen was right something did happen. It only took us thirty minutes to 
get here an about halfway down we could smell the place. The woods 
was filled with a smoke, it smelled like cooking meat but I'm sure it 
wasn't actual food. Then there was smell. This awful stench that made 
us immediately tie something around both of our faces. I wished I had 
body spray, but I'm sure nothing would have helped. I guess they 
started burning some of the bodies. 

As we approached you couldn't help but notice the eerie quite. There 
were bodies piled up along the path. We got closer, the paths between 
the huts were somewhat cleared. Just a few bodies still left inside 
the place. You can smell the rot from them. I didn't want to get 
close. Jen walked slowly, then I saw a cutain move in one of the huts 
close to the outside. I got lucky. "There." I pointed out. Jen turned 
to me for a second and smiled because she saw what I saw. "C'mon." 
she said. We walked around the hut till we found a door. The person 



inside dropped something. I guess they saw us. 


"Hello!" Jen called out. "Are you stupid? Why are you here?" a voice 
called back. It was crackly an horse but it was a woman. "Come out." 
Jen said tying to be friendly. "No, you could be sick." She said, she 
sounded old or hurt maybe. "We're not sick. Our sett lementaC | " "Were 
you attacked?" She interrupted us. I looked at Jen. "What happened 
here?" I asked her. "The berg, it shot up our settlement with these 
darts. Everyone they hit died. Soon after a few people got sick and 
died quickly. Everyone who helped them got sick too, it took longer 
but they all died. I've heard people screaming, some people told me 
other had killed themselves from the sickness. A lot of others fled. 
We tried to burn the bodies but anyone who touched them they got sick 
also so we've all been in out huts since then." She explained. They 

were going to the settlement and killing us. 

"If it's a sicknessa€| .it was bio terror. Who would do such a thing?" 
I asked. "PFCa€ i post flares coalition." Jen muttered. "Yesa€| it was 
the letter on the berg." The woman said. "Why don't you leave?" I 

asked her. "I can't, I can't walk. But I'm not infected, I'm fine I 

don't need your help, you should go away." She babbled and I took 
steps backward. Wanting to leave before we caught whatever sickness 
it was she was talking about. Jen held her han out for me to wait. 
"WaitaC | Please help us, where is the nearest settlement. We got kids. 
We can't be out here in the woods." Jen explained. There was a long 
moment before she answered. "There's Ashville, but you'll never make 
it. It's too far." She said. Jen turned back to me. "Thanks, we have 
to try." Jen said. She walked up to me an took my arm an we both 
started running. We ran right out of the settlement into the 
woods . 

"How are we going to get to Ashvillea€| we don't even know where it 

is. " I told her, breathing heavily as we ran back up the mountain. "I 
have a map in my pack. It's on there, I've seen it. We can make it." 
Jen said between breaths. She said done something like this before. 

We made it to the mountains She was kind of right then. Jess an I 
would have never made it to the mountains without her. 

We made it back to the group in less than an hour. When we walked up 
Jess sat right up. They had a small fire going an smelled like 
someone cooked. "You missed food babe. Did you find anything?" she 
asked me. Jen sat on the log, "We found something." I told her. "It 
was virala€| you were right Lock. These woods aren't going to be safe 
anymore because of those bergs." Jen told us. Everyone kind of looked 
to her and sat around to listen in. "They all got sick in that 
settlement. I'm guessing there wasn't many left. So were going around 
this and to a town. It's got walls I've seen them, I've got a map so 
we won't get lost. It's going to take us a few days but we'll make 

it. " Jen speeches, we all looked up at her. 

"Just to make sure. No one touches each other except for the babes. 
But whoever hold them keeps holding them so not to pass whatever on 
to the next person." Jen demanded, I kind of shook my head. "There's 
no way we can alla€|Jess need help walking something." I mention an 
Jess hit me. "I'll be fine babe." She spat. I know she was trying to 
look tuff but she does get tired. I'm normally the first on she leans 
on but she an Jen was staring at each other. 

"Well we should get a move on then." I stood an stood right in the 
path of their gaze. It hormones an I'm not making excuses. Ugh but I 



don't want to think about it. She's been talking about her a lot more 
lately and what they used to do. Then when we were in the tunnels she 
getsa€| she get attacked. Damn I can't even say it. If I was there I 
would have killed the guy. That's why I don't like leaving her 
anymore. Jess stood, "we'll be fine." She reassured me. 

Lock kicked dirt onto the fire and Jen waved us all on. We were 
walking in the different direction then we came. Jen isn't taking us 
past the settlement and that might be a good thing. So we started 
walking . 

~k ~k ~k 


><p><strong>Hi to all that's made it thus far... is it to your liking. 
I'm sticking with the story line as close as possible while giving a 
different experience. That's my goal. There will be No more Past 
chapters after this i wanted to make Sean's (sams Dad) Death the last 
one. I might go back in a sequel to this story but for now in this 
one i will continue to progress forward. As always Thanks for reading 
and Leave a Review, Review, Review. I like to know what you think. It 
helps. I'm still ahead in writing this story so I will update soon. 
<strong> 

**One Love-Ray ** 


End 
f ile . 



